
Welcome back to another eventful semester! Here is your regular, bi-weekly update from your elected representatives at the SPPGSA: 
1. SPPGSA Mid-term Report 
2. Public Policy & Governance Review - call for submissions 
3. SPPGSA Welcome Back Social - January 20th, 7:00 p.m., Paupers Pub, 539 Bloor St W 
4. Internship Employer Marketing Day - January 13th, 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., CG 160 
5.  MPP1 Professional Development Workshop: Ace the Interview - January 15th, 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. CG-160 
6. Civic Tech Hack Nights - Every Tuesday in January, 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., CG-160 
 
1. SPPGSA Midterm Report 
In order to further promote transparency and accountability to the membership, the SPPGSA executive has developed and compiled a 
midterm report, which has been published on our website. 
This midterm report features first-hand contributions from the various executive members of the SPPGSA detailing what they have 
accomplished in the first half of the academic year and what their plans are going forward.  We hope this tool helps the SPPG 

community better understand the work that the SPPGSA does.  If you ever have comments/questions about the midterm or the 
SPPGSA, please feel free to reach out to us by using our online form or by emailing the Program Advisors at spppgsa.pa@gmail.com 
 

2. Public Policy & Governance Review: Call for submissions 
Has a particular area of policy caught your interest lately?  
Did you do some in-depth research in a policy area last term that you could turn into a some punchy commentary or an explainer?  
Looking to diversify your skill set, expand your networks, and/or make your resume more attractive to potential employers?  
 
If you answered yes to any of these questions, you're in the right spot; the PPGR wants YOU! 
The PPGR is accepting article submissions -- commentary, seen+heard, & explainers -- from now until April 30, 2017!  
 
Sign up to submit an article here. 
For quick submission guidelines, go here. 
As always, feel free to email Alexa and Amelia with questions anytime at editors@ppgreview.ca. 
 
3. SPPGSA Welcome Back Social - January 20th, 7:00 p.m.,  Paupers Pub,  539 Bloor St W 
Happy new years!I Hope you all had a fantastic break and are ready for another semester! Join the SPPGSA for a drink on January 20th 
at Paupers Pub on bloor, east of bathurst at 7 p.m. just after the MPACC Case Competition. We can tell stories from our break, 
pretend we are still on them and talk about how excited we are for another semester! RSVP at the eventbrite page. 
 

4. MPP1 Internship Employer Marketing Day - January 13th, 9:30 a.m. -3:00 p.m., CG 160 
Employer Marketing Day is a great way for you to learn about the application processes, hear about the skills employers are looking 
for, and gain some tips for your interviews! With a variety of employers present, it’s a good way to gain some information about the 
positions you’ll be applying for and you’re sure to learn something new throughout the day. 
 
With significant changes to the OPS recruitment process this year it’s important you attend so you are aware of the application 
deadlines, requirements and hiring dates. There will also be opportunities to network with not only some of the OPS hiring managers, 
but with our other internship partners such as City of Mississauga or the Mowat Centre. This is a great chance to meet some of the 
people that will be conducting the interviews and ask them more about the organizations. 
 
Take advantage of this opportunity to meet some of our close internship partners by registering via Eventbrite 
at:  https://emd2017.eventbrite.ca . If you are attending remember this is a professional event, so please dress appropriately (e.g. 
interview –wear). If you have any specific questions about Employer Marketing Day, contact Essyn Emurla 
at essyn.emurla@utoronto.ca. 
 

5. MPP1 Professional Development Workshop: Ace the Interview - January 16th, 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., CG 160 
"In preparation for summer internship recruitment, the SPPGSA and SPPG Administration are working together to present a 
professional development session on policy interviews. The goal of the session is to provide MPP1 students with not only the 
fundamentals about how to “ace the interview”, but also to highlight interview similarities and differences for various sectors. 

Agenda:  Part 1: Interview Workshop (Facilitator: Essyn Emurla) Part 2:  Sector Interviews (Facilitators: SPPGSA & Year II students)" 
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To register please go to the eventbrite page. Lunch will be provided at the workshop. 
For questions about the session, contact essyn.emurla@utoronto.ca  
6.  Civic Tech Hack Nights - Every Tuesday in January, 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., CG 160 
 
"The SPPG Alumni Association, with the support of SPPG and the Policy and Innovation Initiative, has partnered with Civic Tech 
Toronto to deliver Hacknights every Tuesday in January from 6:30-9:00PM at the Canadiana Gallery Room 160. You read that right - 
every Tuesday. Faculty, alumni and current students are all welcome! 
 
We are very much looking forward to partnering with such a great group and think it presents a great opportunity to expose the SPPG 
community to new tools and techniques to tackle policy challenges. We also hope that we can use these events to link Toronto's 
exciting civic tech community to many of policymakers of today and tomorrow, as well as many of the great initiatives that the SPPG 
community is already involved in. Feel free to reach out if you have any questions or want to get involved. 
 
To find out more visit Civic Tech Toronto, here or register on Meetup: meetup.com/Civic-Tech-Toronto 
Each event will feature a talk from a different speaker, deeply engaged in civic tech and policy development and include:" 
• January 17th: Jane Hilderman, Executive Director, Samara, SPPG Alumni 
• January 24th: Jean-Noé Landry, Executive Director, Open North 
• January 31st: André Cote, Senior Policy Advisor to the Ontario's Deputy Premier & Minister of Advanced Education, Skills 

Development and Digital Government, SPPG Alumni 
Want to promote/advocate your event through this newsletter and get the message out to the entire SPPG student body? Please 
email sppgsa@gmail.com with an blurb featuring the event title, location, time and a short description  to be featured in the bi-
weekly Wednesday newsletter. Additionally, Don’t forget to check out the SPPGSA’s Events Calendar to keep up to date with the 
latest SPPG events. 
 
Lastly, with classes soon wrapping up for this semester, please remember to fill out course evaluations on Blackboard when they 
become available! 
That is all for now. Happy studying! 
- your friendly neighbourhood SPPGSA 
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