
SPPGSA Bi-Weekly Newsletter, October 12th, 2016 
Here is your regular update from your elected representatives at the SPPGSA: 
1. Meeting the Association and the Newly Elected Officials 
2. Design Thinking Workshop - October 13th, 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  
3. SPPGSA Goes to the AGO - October 19th, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
4. Conference and Academic Engagement Grant 
5. SPPGSA Meetings, Minutes and Newsletters 
  
1) Meet the Association and the Newly Elected Officials 
 
In late September, SPPG students voted for five positions to be held by year one students. The following students are the 
newly elected officials: 
Y1 Program Advisor - Vanessa Low 
Y1 GSU Representative - Lina Pulido 
Y1 Academic Functions Coordinator - Priscilla Mak 
Y1 Communications Coordinator - Ian T. D. Thomson 
Y1 Social Coordinator - Jonah Kotzer 
To learn more about your elected officials and their role, head over to the SPPGSA website. 
  
2) Design Thinking Workshop - October 13th, 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
 
Design Thinking Workshop: An Iterative Approach to Problem Solving Policy and Innovation Initiative is proud to introduce 
its first workshop for the year on Design Thinking. The workshop aims to provide a primer on what it means to think of 
policy with the end user in mind and provide innovative solutions to novel problems. 
The workshop will feature a presentation by Lia Milito from Urban+Digital. She will present about the work she does at 
Urban+Digital as well as provide some examples of design thinking in the work she does. 
We will quickly put our new learned skills to test with an activity following Lia's presentation that will be led by SPPG's Jon 
Kates. 
For more details and to RSVP, please go to the EventBrite page. 
  
3) SPPGSA Goes to the AGO - October 19th, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m 
 
The Art Gallery of Ontario (AGO) is the one of the  quintessential places to view world-renowned art in Canada. Join the 
SPPGSA in attending the AGO on Wednesday, October 19th for the Gallery's free art night.  
For more details, head over to the Facebook event page. 
  
4) Conference and Academic Engagement Grant 
 
Are you interested in attending a conference in another city or country? Would you like to receive some funding to cover 
travel costs? Then you might be interested in the Conference and Academic Engagement Grant! Their budget has grown 
this year so you are more likely to be accepted (it is a lottery and then applications are reviewed). It could potentially be 
used towards funding for the case competitions this year. 
The amounts granted are $250.00 maximum for domestic conferences and $350.00 maximum for international conferences 
. Information will be updated soon on the Graduate Students' Union website, and your friendly council representative (Lina 
Pulido) will keep you all updated on needed forms/the specifics in the coming weeks. 
  
5) SPPGSA Meetings, Minutes and Newsletters 
To provide greater openness and transparency for its members, the SPPGSA will be ensuring that all minutes from 

http://sppgsa.com/about-us/your-sppgsa-exec/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/design-thinking-workshop-tickets-28467428846
https://www.facebook.com/events/191529821284157/


 

executive meetings (pending executive approval) will be available to read. Additionally, members are welcome to come to 
any SPPGSA meetings and voice matters to the executive.  
With that in mind, the next SPPGSA meeting has been tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, November 2nd. For further 
questions, please email sppgsa@gmail.com. 
Want to promote/advocate your event through this newsletter and get the message out to the entire SPPG student body? 
Please email sppgsa@gmail.com with an blurb featuring the event title, location, time and a short description by Monday's 
(at 4:30 p.m. ET) to be featured in the bi-weekly Wednesday newsletter (for instance: the next one will be out on October 
26th). 
 
That is all for now. Happy studying! 
- Your SPPGSA 
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