
Hello again! Here is your regular, bi-weekly update from your elected representatives at the SPPGSA: 

1. SPPG Town Hall Meetings - CG-160  

2. Y1 SPPG Goes Abroad - March 2nd - 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m., CG-160  

3.  Ford+SPPG - "Immigration, Integration & Belonging in Canada - March 3rd, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m., CG-160  

4. Hack 4 Health: A Health Policy Hackathon - March 4th, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Canadiana Gallery  

5. SPPG Talent Show! - March 15th, 5:00 - 8:00 p.m., Grad Room, 66 Harbord St.  
6. SPPGSA Oscar Party - April 8th, 8:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. - 720 Bathurst St, Toronto, ON 
 
1. SPPG Town Hall Meetings - CG-160 
Town Halls are designed for students of the MPP program to voice questions or concerns to the administration in order to have a 

constructive discussion on the proposed matters.   Town Halls have been scheduled for the following dates: 
Second Year MPP Students: March 2nd, 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. (With Acting Director Barry Goodwin, directly following Capstone) 
First Year MPP Students: March 8th, 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. (With Acting Director Barry Goodwin, directly following Macro) 
A special Town Hall will be held to discuss the SPPG/Munk Consultations: 
First and Second Year MPP Students: March 13th, 1 - 2 p.m. (With Director Peter Loewen) 
This is an excellent opportunity to engage with the Directors to discuss key issues about the School. Please 
email sppgsa.pa@gmail.com if you have any concerns/questions. Concerns raised during the Town Hall will be anonymous, unless 
you would like your comments to be attributable.  
If there are any questions/comment, please contact Jonathan Kates or Vanessa Low (sppgsa.pa@gmail.com) 
 
2. Y1 SPPG Goes Abroad - March 2nd, 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m., CG-160  
If you are a Y1 and interested in going on exchange next year, come out on to the "SPPG Goes Abroad" talk on March 2nd from 
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m! Y2 Candidates that went on exchange last semester will provide you with information and help answer any 
questions related to course selection, budgeting, finding accommodations and much more! Email sppgsa.academics@gmail.com if 
you have any questions about the event. 

 
3. Ford+SPPG - "Immigration, Integration & Belonging in Canada - March 3rd, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m., CG-160 

The Ford+SPPG Executive Committee is pleased to present "Immigration, Integration & Belonging in Canada" on Friday, March 3rd 
from 5:30 - 7:00 PM in CG160. 
This policy panel will feature SPPG Professor Michael Donnelly, York University Professor Valerie Preston, and Melissa Thomson, 
ADM at the Syrian Refugee Resettlement Secretariat. The discussion will be moderated by SPPG Professor Phil Triadafilopoulos. 
The moderated discussion will present a critical overview of the histories and experiences of newcomer integration in the 
Canadian context and look to the future to discuss challenges and opportunities for policy makers. 
This is a great opportunity to hear from professors conducting ground-breaking research in the field of immigration policy and 
integration, as well as to learn how the provincial government is addressing the challenges of ensuring the successful economic, 
social, cultural, and linguistic integration of newcomers and their families in Ontario. 
The event will be catered by the Afghan Women's Catering Group, which was created in 1997 with the purpose of alleviating the 
economic and social hardship experienced by Afghan women and their families living in the Greater Toronto 
Area. http://www.awcg.org/ 
The event is FREE and open to the public, however registration is required: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/fordsppg-conference-
panel-immig… 
For more information about the panel, please visit: https://www.facebook.com/events/249726562141142/ 
 

4. Hack 4 Health: A Health Policy Hackathon - March 4th, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Canadiana Gallery 
On Saturday, March 4th, join the Policy and Innovation Initiative for its first Policy Hackathon as we explore some of Ontario’s most 
pressing health issues. The Hackathon is multidisciplinary, aiming to create dialogue between graduate students – from public 
policy, public health, urban planning, engineering and computer science backgrounds – public servants and general policy wonks.  
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The event will tackle three issues:  
(1) Alleviating pressures on downtown hospitals; 
(2) Rural service delivery; 
(3) Exploring the viability of alternative delivery models (such as LHINs or home care). 
 
Hack 4 Health will be held at the Canadiana Gallery on the University of Toronto’s St. George Campus.  
Tickets are 10$ - catered food and refreshments will be provided.  
30 tickets have been reserved for SPPG students - be sure to get yours before they sell out! 
 
Please register here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hack-4-health-tickets-31276719510, and  
here: https://dalia22.typeform.com/to/WLu8YZ. 
 

5. SPPG Talent Show - March 15th, 5:00 - 8:00 p.m., Grad Room, 66 Harbord St. 
Hey everyone! We know you are good at policy development and analysis. What else can you do? Come out to Grad Room on 

March 15th from 5-8 p.m., and show us what you got! Sign up with your talent here. Look out for further details soon! For any 
questions, contact sppgsa@gmail.com 
 

6. SPPGSA Oscar Party - April 8th, 8:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m., 720 Bathurst St, Toronto, ON 
The SPPGSA is excited to announce that our final year event will be held on Saturday April 8th! This year's theme is a night at the 
Oscars, so come dressed as your best, celebrate the end of another school year, and look to the next year as we announce the 

results of the student council elections.  The event will be held at the Centre for Social Innovation Annex at 720 Bathurst St (just 
south of Bloor on Bathurst). More information about the venue can be found at https://socialinnovation.org/location/csi-

annex/  The event will run from 8 - 11 p.m. and will involve an awards section, a DJ, cash bar, and light refreshments.  Ticket 
sales will run from March 6th to 10th, 12-2 p.m. outside CG 160 (guests are also welcome). We will also be selling SPPGSA 
merchandise at those times as well. Stay tuned for more details! 
Need to keep up with all the events happening? Check out the newly designed to SPPGSA events page! Additionally, stay tuned for 

a newly-developed SPPGSA website!  Want to promote/advocate your event through this newsletter and get the message out to 
the entire SPPG student body? Please email sppgsa@gmail.com with an blurb featuring the event title, location, time and a short 

description to be featured in the bi-weekly newsletter (our next one will be on March 8th).   Here is this newsletter's trivia 

question: Q: Which notorious politician made an appearance in the Christmas classic, "Home Alone 2"? Be the first one to email 

sppgsa@gmail.com with the correct answer to win a prize!  That is all for now. Happy studying! 

- your friendly neighbourhood SPPGSA 
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